


ART





TABLE OF 
CONTENTS

MODE ISSUE 16



MASKERA

LETTERS
FROM THE 
EDITORS

SELF-CARE

TIPS FOR 
TAKING ONLINE

CLASSES

STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

FASHION IN
ISOLATION

INSTRUCTOR
SPOTLIGHT

6

323028

14 18 20

108

KEEPING UP
WITH 

QUARANTINE

CONTRIBUTORS



FIDM MODE ISSUE 166

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Kierra Stanek

MANAGING EDITOR 

Venice Johnson

ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR 

Alimah Kasumu

ART DIRECTOR 

Shuihan Ding

ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR 

Karen Chavez

FASHION EDITOR 

Hanna Grohmann

ASSISTANT FASHION EDITOR 

Aditi Pardeshi

BEAUTY EDITOR 

Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir

ASSISTANT BEAUTY EDITOR 

Sydney Patitucci

PR + SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGERS 

Mira Hauer
Victoria Villanueva

FIDM STAFF ADVISORS

Randy Dunbar
Jody Wilson
Angela Leavitt

CONTRIBUTORS
MODE BOARD



FIDM MODE ISSUE 16 7

PHOTOGRAPHERS:
Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir
Venice Johnson
Alyssa Smith
Chazlyn Stunson 

WRITERS:
Sarah Danna
Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir
Alimah Kasumu
Sydney Patitucci
Victoria Villanueva
Jasmine White

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS:
Shuihan Ding
Luis Rois
Cindy Araki

ILLUSTRATOR:
Tracy Liu

STYLIST:
Rahul Wadhwani

MAKEUP ARTISTS:
Rachel Hedge
Ricardo Morales-Zapien
Chazlyn Stunson
Celi Tapia
Danielle Vogel

MODELS:
Karen Chavez
Rachel Hedge
Alimah Kasumu
Ricardo Morales-Zapien
Sydney Patitucci
Alyssa Smith
Chazlyn Stunson
Celi Tapia
Victoria Villanueva
Danielle Vogel

CONTRIBUTORS



Kierra Stanek
Editor-in-Chief
As 2020 ends, we look toward a 
brighter future. This issue focuses on 
the COVID-19 pandemic, creator of 
new ways of life, new perspectives, and 
new beginnings. A stronger sense of 
community emerges from a lockdown 
that sparked new connections, 
heightened awareness, and increased 
appreciation for the people around us. 

Venice Johnson
Managing Editor 
Working on MODE was a unique 
experience, especially now since we 
didn't meet once in person. Yet different 
creatives still came together to produce 
something special. 

Alimah Kasumu
Assistant Managing Editor
Having many creative minds unite to 
virtually brainstorm ideas was mind-
blowing. Assisting in the management 
process was a great way to use 
organizational, problem-solving, and 
digital skills, building teamwork by 
communicating with staff members. 

Aditi Pardeshi
Assistant Fashion Editor 
Working on this magazine has taught 
me teamwork. We made the best of 
every situation in these unprecedented 
times, persevering to overcome 
obstacles with passion, multiple 
solutions, and confidence in ourselves.

Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir
Beauty Editor
We have all experienced chaos and 
vulnerability this year, and I have learned 
that self-care matters most to me. The 
challenges that the MODE team faced 
while publishing this magazine were 
learning opportunities for all of us. 

Sydney Patitucci
Assistant Beauty Editor
This issue forced me to evolve with 
the times and adapt to a new “normal” 
working dynamic. MODE reflects this 
new “normal,” relatable to everyone 
living in this ever-changing era.

LETTERS FROM THE EDITORS



Shuihan Ding
Art Director
Being the Art Director of MODE 
Magazine has been a great learning 
experience for me to see how creative 
ideas come alive from cover to cover, 
story to story. Working remotely was 
quite challenging, but it’s exciting to see 
us come from nothing to something.

Karen Chavez
Assistant Art Director
Assisting with this magazine has given 
me a new perspective on the creative 
process. It feels fresh to see and hear 
new ideas from others and to watch 
them all come together. 

Hanna Grohmann
Fashion Editor
In an unknown time, MODE brings 
familiarity to FIDM students. I can 
confidently say that this issue is chaos 
turned to creativity. Combining my 
love for fashion, photoshoots, and 
writing in this positive, inclusive, and 
collaborative environment has truly 
been a gratifying experience.

Sydney Patitucci
Assistant Beauty Editor
This issue forced me to evolve with 
the times and adapt to a new “normal” 
working dynamic. MODE reflects this 
new “normal,” relatable to everyone 
living in this ever-changing era.

Mira Hauer
PR and Social Media Manager
This year has been crazy and working 
on this magazine has lifted my spirits. 
The experience of being on the Editorial 
Board has meant so much to me, and I 
will remember it for a long time. 

Victoria Villanueva
PR and Social Media Manager
We came together in difficult 
circumstances to maximize our creative 
abilities. In the end, I met extremely 
talented people, and we delivered 
something that I am very proud to see.

LETTERS FROM THE EDITORS



Stuck-in-quarantine doesn’t have to feel “stuck.” Spending time 
with ourselves can foster well-being, encouraging us to take 
care of ourselves more than we otherwise might. Self-care 
means many things; create a routine that includes them all.

SELF-CARE

1 

MAKE YOUR BED 
In a 2019 survey of regular bedmakers and non-bedmakers, 82 percent of those who 
made their bed every morning reported feeling more productive throughout the day. 
Accomplishing the first small task of the day subconsciously motivates a desire to 
achieve more goals.

Words: Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir 
and Sydney Patitucci 

Photographer: Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir 
Models: Sydney Patitucci and Alimah Kasumu 

Layout: Shuihan Ding



2 

3 

Transform a relaxing hot 
bath by adding bubbles,  
essential oils, and salt to 
create the ultimate stress 
relieving experience:

6 drops lavender
4 drops chamomile 
1 drop ylang-ylang
¼ cup bubble bath
1 cup Epsom salt

SKIN CARE

TAKE A BATH

With extra time, 
experiment with 
products to 
discover what 
works best for 
your skin. At least 
once a week, take 
your everyday 
routine to the next 
level: wash your 
face, exfoliate, 
apply a face mask, 
followed by a 
toner and quality 
moisturizer suited 
for your skin type.
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4 

Increased flexibility, strengthened muscles, and 
heightened self-awareness are three benefits of 
yoga. Kundalini yoga is particularly tailored to 
strengthen the nervous system, which reduces 
everyday stresses. To maximize tension relief, end 
every yoga routine with five minutes on your back 
in corpse pose.

YOGA



5According to the 
Harvard Gazette, 
meditation decreases 
stress, depression, and 
many other health 
issues. Meditation can 
be done anywhere at 
any time. Before you 
begin, find a comfortable 
position in a relaxing 
spot at home where you 
won’t be interrupted. 
Allow yourself this time.

MEDITATION



Keeping Up with

Quarantine

Quarantine gives everyone their share 

of downtime to rock sweatpants and 

hoodies. But some fashion lovers are 

saying goodbye to this daily routine and 

embrace dressing up once again. Amid 

the continual chaos and change of 

2020, pursuing upcoming fashion 

trends can be a great way to 

add some routine and 

structure.



Keeping Up with

Quarantine
Words: Jasmine White

Stylist: Rahul Wadhwani

Makeup Artist: Chazlyn Stunson

Photographers: Alyssa Smith and Chazlyn Stunson

Models: Chazlyn Stunson and Alyssa Smith

Layout: Shuihan Ding



Many styles from the early-2000s have regained 

popularity this year. Trendsetters have frequently 

been spotted sporting chunky Demonias or other 

alternative footwear with short skirts and argyle 

sweaters or vests. Another style making a 

comeback and creating an obsession on 

social media: post-apocalyptic faerie 

runway chic.

2020 has taught trendsetters to 

wear what they want. And more 

than anything, people want to have 

fun when they get dressed up: 

graphic knitwear, nail art, colorful 

eyeliner. Even if you can’t actually 

leave home, pretending to while 

wearing your favorite attire can 

be just as exciting.





2020 has changed every facet of life—including fashion. A worldwide 
pandemic popularized custom face masks and made athleisure all the rage 
again. Adapting to significantly more time spent at home, style leans into 
comfort. For many students, this shift means snuggling up in an oversized 
sweatshirt while preparing for a morning Zoom class. Others indulge 
in glamorous matching pajamas or a fuzzy Sherpa jacket to keep warm 
during chilly mornings.

With countless hours devoted to Zoom meetings and class sessions, 
people face a new challenge. They want to look fashionably professional 
for their peers but yearn for the casual comforts of home. Since a 
Zoom call hides a person’s lower half, class outfits have become hybrids: 
professional attire from the waist up, favorite pajama bottoms or sweats 
from the waist down.

The pandemic has also impacted streetwear. While running errands 
or grabbing a coffee, many choose matching sets, sweater vests, and any 
comfortable jeans, paired with a trendy face mask that expresses personal 
interests, beliefs, and style.

Words: Jasmine White
Stylist: Rahul Wadhwani
Photographer: Venice Johnson
Models: Karen Chavez and Victoria Villanueva
Layout: Shuihan Ding

FASHION IN ISOLATIONFASHION IN ISOLATION
ZOOM IS THE NEW STREET STYLE



2020 has changed every facet of life—including fashion. A worldwide 
pandemic popularized custom face masks and made athleisure all the rage 
again. Adapting to significantly more time spent at home, style leans into 
comfort. For many students, this shift means snuggling up in an oversized 
sweatshirt while preparing for a morning Zoom class. Others indulge 
in glamorous matching pajamas or a fuzzy Sherpa jacket to keep warm 
during chilly mornings.

With countless hours devoted to Zoom meetings and class sessions, 
people face a new challenge. They want to look fashionably professional 
for their peers but yearn for the casual comforts of home. Since a 
Zoom call hides a person’s lower half, class outfits have become hybrids: 
professional attire from the waist up, favorite pajama bottoms or sweats 
from the waist down.

The pandemic has also impacted streetwear. While running errands 
or grabbing a coffee, many choose matching sets, sweater vests, and any 
comfortable jeans, paired with a trendy face mask that expresses personal 
interests, beliefs, and style.

FASHION IN ISOLATIONFASHION IN ISOLATION
ZOOM IS THE NEW STREET STYLE



Makeup Artist, Photographer, and Model: Danielle Vogel

Mandatory mask-
wearing has shifted 

makeup routines, 
prioritizing stylized 

eye looks. This story 
highlights creativity 
from FIDM Beauty 

Marketing & Product 
Development students 
who found inspiration 

during these 
uncharted times.

Q: What was the inspiration for this look?
I watch a lot of Disney+ and wanted to do something 

Disney-inspired. I scrolled through Pinterest and stumbled on 
a blue “Cinderella” eye look that I made my own.

Q: How has COVID-19 changed your makeup routine?
More people are taking a break from makeup to focus on 

their skin. I was so used to doing full-glam every time I would 
go out with friends. Now I only do my eyes, because I don’t 

want makeup or lipstick getting all over my mask.

Words: Tanja Ólafía Gylfadóttir and Sydney Patitucci
Makeup Artists, Photographers, Models: Danielle Vogel, 

Celi Tapia, Ricardo Morales-Zapien, and Rachel Hedge
Layout: Shuihan Ding and Luis Rios
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Makeup Artist, Photographer, and Model: Celi Tapia

Q: How did you choose the color story?

I thought it was appropriate to have a fall color story, so I focused 
on yellows.

Q: How does this look reflect your current circumstances?

It reflects how I have felt during this isolated period. I have more 
energy than I did before, because I am finally getting the rest I 

need. At the same time, I am a person who receives energy from 
people—being in Zoom calls, the fatigue can hit me like a truck.
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Makeup Artist, Photographer, and Model: Ricardo Morales-Zapien

Q: What was your inspiration?
Drag queen legend Trixie Mattel inspired the exaggerated 
undereye connected to the lid.

Q: Why did you choose this look?
I wanted to experiment with a cool color scheme, because I 
had never painted one before. I was so convinced that only 
warm colors would look good on my skin. Painting vibrant 
colors with bright lids is my aesthetic, so I honestly just picked 
up my brushes and started painting.
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Makeup Artist, Photographer, and Model: Rachel Hedge

Q: How do you think COVID-19 has changed makeup 
looks?
I used to wear lip gloss all the time, and now I don’t even 
bother applying it. My face makeup has become more minimal, 
while my brows and eyes have become the focal point.

Q: Why did you choose this color scheme?
I am obsessed with blue eyeshadow.
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1

2

TIPS FOR TAKING 
ONLINE CLASSES
Virtual Learning: From Stressful to Successful
Even though many students had months to transition to online learning, it can still 
feel like a struggle. Learning online takes focus, routine, connection, and compassion: 
take a deep breath, celebrate small victories, ask for help, and try your best. Here are 
five tips for improving your online class experience: 

Planners are excellent for setting deadlines, 
staying on target, and scheduling time-slotted tasks 
for each school day. A phone or computer calendar 
may be an excellent option, but nothing beats the 
satisfaction of physically crossing items off a to-do list.

As comfortable as Zooming-while-lounging can 
be, establishing a dedicated workspace is essential 
to being more productive. Pick a quiet place away 
from roommates or family members, preferably 
one with a desk or table, and use noise-canceling 
headphones to block distractions. Take the first 
ten minutes of each day to decorate, organize, and 
declutter your workspace. 

Use a Planner

Design a Workspace



3

4

5
Help prevent procrastination, promote 

the understanding of course material, and stay 
connected to peers during social distancing 
with online study groups. There are many great 
programs to use like Zoom, Skype, Facetime, and 
Google Hangouts.

A benefit of FIDM is its small class sizes. 
Instructors get to know their students, and 
attending office hours fosters this connection. 
Other excellent online resources like tutoring 
and research databases are accessible through the 
IDEA Center and Library under FIDM Student Hub 
on Canvas. 

Rolling out of bed two minutes before 
class starts is a perk of online learning, but this 
practice may not produce the most successful 
outcome. Create a morning routine that works 
for you—one that gets you excited to wake up 
and sets the tone for a productive day.  

Attend Office Hours 

Create Virtual Study Groups 

Create a Morning Routine 

Words: Sarah Danna  Illustrator: Tracy Liu  Layout: Shuihan Ding
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Q: What is your favorite aspect of 
teaching Fashion Design at FIDM?

My goal is to create an 
environment of collaborative and 
explorative learning. Structured 
projects that teach specific techniques 
also teach students how to think 
ahead creatively. This approach allows 
my students to be forceful fashion 
leaders on a global level.

Q: What is something that inspires 
you about teaching FIDM students?

When I was in college, my favorite 
classes were always those taught by 
professors who were approachable 
and easy to get to know. 

Some of my previous students 
are now good personal friends, some 
are collaborators of my fashion 
collection, and many have transformed 
the techniques taught in class into 
phenomenal fashion works. I consider 
myself privileged to have a vocation 
that I am passionate about, which 
positively affects other people’s lives.

Born in Tokyo, Japan, Bora Han brings fifteen years of experience in the 
fashion industry, two Bachelor’s degrees (including mathematics), and one 
Master’s to her role as Instructor for Fashion Design. She began her design 
career in 2001, founding her own design firm in 2003. She has worked with 
virtually every size of company, including startups, small and medium-sized 
businesses, and global corporations, and has exhibited twice at the Louvre.

INSTRUCTOR SPOTLIGHT

Q: How has COVID-19 affected your teaching career?

The shift to remote learning has changed me in 
many ways as an instructor. This shift requires me to be 
more innovative and more creative in delivering the class 
content. Although it is the same content as before, the 
teaching method is now totally different. Every lecture 
requires an extra level of enthusiasm, as I have to think 
about using various technologies or changing my home 
office layout for different subjects to better deliver the 
content. It makes me happy to see that FIDM students 
can still make strides in remote learning environments.

Q: What is your best advice to your students?

Know your work. 

Learning to clearly explain your ideas is as important 
as the process or the design itself. You need to know 
how to explain the ways your design solves the problem 
set out in the brief. You need to show how you can be of 
value to others—be it a company or a client.

Interview: FIDM MODE  
Photograph courtesy of Bora Han

Layout: Shuihan DingB



ORA HAN

"In teaching fashion students, 
my goal is  to create an 

environment of col laborative 
and explorative learning."

B





In June, Orange County-native Arli Bianco completed the two-year 
Beauty Marketing & Product Development program. Currently 
enrolled in the Bachelor of Science in Beauty Business Management 
major, this enterprising student founded a new student club, Future 
Leaders in Beauty, which meets bi-monthly on Tuesdays at 2:45 
p.m. on Zoom. The full meeting schedule is published at Student 
Activities on Canvas. 

Q: Tell readers about the new club that you started.

Future Leaders in Beauty educates its members about current beauty trends, 
industry news and products, and provides networking and career-building 
opportunities. I started the club for three reasons: to give Beauty majors more 
representation, to give those in different majors the opportunity to learn more 
about beauty and the beauty industry, and to give students a great way to 
connect with each other.

Ever since classes moved online, it has been hard for many people to 
make those connections that would have otherwise been made on campus. 
FLB is inclusive, encouraging its members to voice their opinions and work 
collaboratively.

Q: What plans do you have for Future Leaders in Beauty? 

FLB expects to host industry guest speakers. We also want to incorporate 
a philanthropic effort that gives back to the community, like working with a 
women’s shelter or organization that transitions women back into the workplace. 
We are recruiting more members, so if you or anyone you know is interested, 
please join one of our upcoming meetings.

Q: What are your career aspirations after graduating from FIDM?

A: I’m not 100 percent certain yet. I’m hoping that after graduation I will be 
working for a color cosmetics brand as their Public Relations Marketing Manager. 
Eventually, I would love to start my own makeup line that would be sold in 
Sephora—that’s the goal.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Interview: FIDM MODE  Photograph courtesy of Arli Bianco  Layout: Shuihan Ding



INSPIRING STORIES 
BEGIN HERE

FIDM.EDU

FIDM MODE is written, photographed, styled, modeled, and designed by current FIDM 
students for FIDM students. For more information, please contact FIDM Student Activities.


