
ACADEMICS

72

“The rarest things in the world, next to 
a spirit of discernment, are diamonds 
and pearls.”  Jean de la Bruyére, French Essayist

Jewelry Design

The Jewelry Design Program equips students 
with a comprehensive understanding of the 
jewelry industry through in-depth study of 
the creative process, jewelry styles, and the 
technical properties of metals and gems. 

A Closer Look

A Certain Flair 

The first known usage of diamonds 
in engagement rings, for the mar-
riage of Maximilian I to Mary of 
Burgundy

Knowledge is Power

FIDM Fact    Our Jewelry Design Studio, near 
FIDM’s Los Angeles Campus, is located in the 
heart of one of the largest jewelry districts in 
the world.

What We Teach

Our program teaches students how to design, 
market, and produce functional and wearable 
jewelry, gaining in-depth knowledge of both the 
creative and the manufacturing processes 
involved in jewelry making.
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Q Which FIDM Grad’s work has been featured 
in publications such as The Los Angeles Times, 
In Style, and DailyCandy.com?
 A   Polthakorn Viboonviriyawong, whose jewelry 
is comprised of precious and semi-precious 
stones, beadwork, and 14 karat gold detailing
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The FIDM Jewelry Design Program challenges the student’s creativity by encour-
aging thinking ‘outside the jewelry box,’ in such classes as Alternative Materials 
for Jewelry Design. This course allows pure creativity by requiring students to 
use non-traditional materials to form jewelry. Our study of the history of jewelry 
provides historical as well as cultural references for design inspiration.” 
Kim Hurlbert, Jewelry Designer and FIDM Jewelry Design Program Developer 
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