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Our program gives students hands-on 
experience in skills such as fashion sketching, 
draping, and pattern drafting and teaches an 
understanding of the theories of fashion, and 
abstract and critical thinking. 

The Fashion Design Program prepares 
students for careers in fashion design for the 
apparel industry. The curriculum stimulates 
creative expression in all aspects of fashion 
design, including fashion sketching, creative 
design, computer applications, draping, and 
pattern drafting. Students will understand 
the importance of communication and criti-
cal reasoning and the effect they have on this 
diversified and global industry. The pro-
gram is structured to challenge and inspire 
students by incorporating artistic, technical, 
and theoretical elements into a realistic ap-
proach to the fashion design industry.

What We Teach

Zip Up Your Future 

Fashion Design

A Closer Look

Knowledge is Power

1858  The year Charles Frederick Worth opened 
the first true haute couture house in Paris

$14,000  The amount paid at auction for a bra 
worn by Marilyn Monroe in the 1959 movie 
Some Like It Hot

30,000 BCE  The period from which archeolo-
gists have found the earliest sewing needles, 
made of bone and ivory

Velour Tracksuit  The item of clothing that 
helped Juicy Couture, the label co-founded by 
FIDM Graduate Pamela Skaist-Levy, become a 
household name

Associate of Arts
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When I was a student I wasn’t sure what I was going to do. I was full of dreams 
and knew I loved clothing, but I was also scared. I was fortunate that I could start 
my own line and risk it all.” Monique Lhuillier, FIDM Fashion Design Grad & 
Internationally Renowned Designer“
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The Advanced Study Program in Fashion 
Design develops specialized expertise in the 
student’s individual area of study. The cur-
riculum is structured to provide the oppor-
tunity to explore and analyze new ideas, and 
study industry related principles of design 
and construction as well as to apply industry 
techniques.

“In order to be irreplaceable one must 
always be different.”
Coco Chanel, Fashion Designer

The anniversary of Barbie™ in 2009.   
Mattel partnered with FIDM to cel-
ebrate the occasion at the Debut 

Runway Show, where each of FIDM’s Ad-
vanced Study Students presented a life-sized 
dress designed for Barbie™. 

Did You Know?   FIDM has an exchange 
program with Academia Koefia, a fashion 
design school in Italy. Each year students have 
the opportunity to receive a one-year scholar-
ship to attend the Academy.  

A Closer Look

What We Teach

Our program teaches the skills needed to 
conceptualize, create, and present an entire 
fashion collection on the runway.

Knowledge is Power
ADVANCED STUDY

Advanced Study

Q What do renowned designers Monique 
Lhuillier, Nick Verreos, and Kelli Martin have 
in common?
 A  All three premiered fashion lines in FIDM’s 
Debut Runway Show as students in the Fashion 
Design Advanced Study Program.

Your Debut 

Fashion Design

50


